


ROUND THE PROVINCE 

Sorrento Raffl e 
The Peninsula Catenians, in association 
with St Mary’s Parish Sorrento, has 
generously nominated a St Eugene’s 
School in India along with a Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters School, in Jericho, 
as a co-benefi ciary of their annual raffl e. 
Both schools provide an important role 
in their communities through the 
education of children of families who 
experience extreme hardship. 

You may be interested in supporting 
this great cause by contacting the MAMI 
Offi ce for some raffl e books to sell in your 
local community or at work. Tickets will 
be on sale from 17th November, 2014 until 
31st January, 2015. Prizes will be drawn in 
February, 2015.

Prizes will include:
1st Prize Holiday Voucher provided by 
O’Shannessey’s Quality Tours, 
Value $5,000

2nd Prize Furniture or Bedding Voucher 
provided by Founds Furniture, Rosebud 
(Non electrical items), Value $1,000

3rd Prize Three Dining Vouchers donated 
by Rye Hotel (Rye), Continental Hotel 
(Sorrento) and Acquolina Ristorante 
(Sorrento), Value $300 

Important Information
•  Indonesian Immersion Experience 

– In 2015 we hope to take a group 
of MAMI supporters to visit the 
Indonesian Province and in particular 
the work of Fr Charlie Burrows OMI. 
Dates and details will be out in 
February Newsletter. 

•  De Mazenod Family Fundraising 
Mass and Dinner will be held in 
South Australia on 11th April, 2015

•  Offi ce closed over Christmas season 
from Tuesday 23rd December, 2014 
and re-opens on Monday 19th 
January, 2015

Fr Harry Dyer OMI, parish priest at 
St Kieran’s, Moe, together with Lisa 
Broeren, Religious Education Co-
Coordinator at St Kieran’s primary school 
have initiated a ‘Mini Oblates’ group 
within the school community as part of 
the school’s social justice program. 

The ‘Mini Oblates’ is led by a group of six 
students (pictured) from Year 6. These 
students lead the prayer and conduct 
the meeting where they co-ordinate the 
missionary outreach which follows the 
witness of St Eugene de Mazenod. Each 
class is visited by the co-ordinators 
and encouraged to undertake at least 
one project per term having a focus of 
outreaching globally, locally and in the 
school. The committee members were 
commissioned and presented with blessed 
Oblate medals at the school assembly by 
Fr Harry Dyer OMI on May 5, 2014.

Mini Oblates Share 
the Charism in Moe 
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Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate

NEW Appointments
•  Fr Slawek Plonka OMI appointed as 

Parish Priest of Mary Immaculate Parish

•  Fr John David OMI appointed to 
Mazenod College, Victoria

•  Fr Matthew Raj OMI appointed to Moe/
Newborough Parish 

Fr Ronnie Giacalo OMI and Br Paul Shen OMI  
 

Final Vows 
Paul Shen was in a diocesan seminary 
when he fi rst heard about the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate from a fellow seminarian 
in 2008. He felt attracted to the Oblates 
and began 9 months of postulancy with 
the OMIs in the mainland. He later went to 
Manila for further English studies and began 
novitiate in 2010 in Cotabato. In May of 
2011 he made his fi rst vows. The following 
year he went to Hong Kong to complete his 
theological studies at Holy Spirit Seminary. 
On September 8, 2014, Br. Paul made his 
Perpetual Vows at St. Alfred’s Parish, where 
he has spent the past year in pastoral 
internship. Please 
pray for Br Shen 
and the Delegation 
of China as he 
continues his 
journey to 
ordination.

Oblates gathered in Victoria for Annual retreat Oblates gathered in Victoria for Annual retreat 

4th Prize Six bottles of Quality Australian 
wines donated by Michael Predl, Value $240

5th Prize Ladies Casual Bag (donated by 
Kellie & Gerard Attwood) plus gourmet 
food products, Value $150 

The Catenian Association in Australia 
provides practising Catholic laymen and 
their families with friendship, social 
activities and support. The Catenian 
Association is an international brotherhood 
of practising Catholic laymen who meet 
socially, at least once a month, in local 
branches, known as Circles.

The Association’s name is derived from the 
Latin ‘Catena’ (a chain) with the Circles being 
the links in the chain. The emblem consists 
of a continuous chain of links surrounding 
a cross. This symbolizes that our Catholic 
faith is at the centre of all we do.

 The Association is not a fund raising agent 
for the Catholic Church, nor is it a Catholic 
action group. However, it is a group of 
active Catholics. On an individual basis, 
Catenians take an active part in the life of 
their parishes and many play a leading 
role in their dioceses and Catholic lay 
organisations locally and nationally. The 
Association is non-political though 
Catenians are prominent in many aspects 
of public life and service. For more 
information about the Catenians please visit 
– http://www.thecatenianassociation.org.au 
 

Frs James Jeyachandran, John O’Doherty, 
Eric Alleaume, Gerry Conlan (Visiting from Kenya) 
and Ian Mackintosh, gathered in South Australia. and Ian Mackintosh, gathered in South Australia. and Ian Mackintosh, gathered in South Australia. 

China Delegation: Frs John Wotherspoon, Marc Serna, 
Irek Dampc, June Jacobe, David Ullrich



continued overpage ...

The Catholic Church must fundamentally 
reorient itself to place its institutions and 
fi nancial resources at the service of the 
world’s poor, one of the 19 new members 
of the select and powerful group of church 
prelates known as the College of Cardinals 
said. “The origin of the church is poverty,” 
said Philippine Cardinal Orlando Quevedo 
OMI, “And the journey of Jesus Christ was 
the journey with poor people.”

“Today, the church has riches, institutions,” 
Quevedo continued. “But I would like to 
think that the only way the church can 
redeem these resources as well as its 
institutions would be to place them at the 
service of justice and of the poor for the 
sake of the kingdom of God.”

Quevedo, who heads the Philippines’ 
Cotabato archdiocese, was made a Cardinal 
along with 18 other prelates in a ceremony 
Pope Francis led on Saturday 22nd February. 
He hosted an hour long press briefi ng Friday 
at the Pontifi cal Filipino College in Rome 
during which he spoke of an Asian vision of 
church built on basic ecclesial communities 
with a collaborative leadership style.

Asia’s vision of church is relevant to the 
vision of Pope Francis, “who is looking at 
the periphery rather than at the centre,” he 
said. In the past, cardinals, known for their 
wearing of red vestments, were sometimes 
called the “princes of the church” because 
they usually served either as archbishops 
in the world’s largest dioceses or in the 
Vatican’s central bureaucracy.

But changes big and small seem to be 
afoot for the group, whose primary role is 
to gather in secret conclave following the 
death or resignation of a Pope to elect his 
successor. Giving a homily during a Sunday 
Mass with the Cardinals at St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Francis pointedly told them they 
are “not a royal court” and must avoid 

“intrigue, gossip, cliques, favouritism and 
preferences.”

And like many of the others chosen for the 
honour by the Pontiff, Quevedo comes 
from an area of the world not previously 
represented in the elite group. His Cotabato 
archdiocese, located in the southern 
Philippine island of Mindanao, is known for 
struggles with high rates of poverty and 
near equal populations of Catholics and 
Muslims (48 and 47 percent, respectively).
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Noting that more than 50 percent of the 
people in his archdiocese live below the 
poverty line, Quevedo said the idea of the 
church becoming “a church for the poor” 
is “not extraneous to the beginning and 
the core of what the church should be.”

“The church is a community of the followers 
of Christ,” the new Cardinal said. “And Christ 
was the poor Christ, Christ who announced 
the kingdom to poor people, chose poor 
people to be his fi rst disciples.” I think the 
church should be like that,” he said. “Is it 
easy to do? Diffi cult. It has to have a radical 
change of mind from laypeople, clergy, 
religious, bishops – a radical change of 
mind and a radical change of the use of 
institutions. But we need to start.”

“We’re not talking about a change of 
doctrine,” Quevedo said. “It’s a change of 
view, a change of whose side is the church 
on. Is it with the rich and powerful or is it 
with poor people and the powerless?”

“And if Christ were here, what Christ 
would do is to choose the poor and the 
powerless,” he said. “Yes, he visited rich 
people, but in order to convert them. He 
dined with rich people, but on the occasion 
of dining and eating with rich people, he 
gave a lesson, a conversion about use of 
property or so forth.” “I think the church 
should be like that,” Quevedo said. “As 
the poor Christ, so the poor church.”

The press event Friday, held about 
10 minutes’ drive from the Vatican, was 
understated and rather simple, a sign to 
the new Cardinal’s preferences. Held on 

New Oblate Cardinal calls for church to turn toward the poor
the basement level of the college’s main 
building, there were only four chairs for 
the three news organizations attending. 
Nearby, almost in view of the single camera 
recording the conference, were six suitcases 
and several trunks, tucked under a staircase 
for storage.

The new Cardinal spoke fi rst of 
his expectations for his new 
role, saying it “is not one of 
honour, one of privilege, one 
of power.” Instead, he said, the 
expectation for a Cardinal is 

“one of great service to people, 
greater service.”

“I would like to be as I was 
before: simple, approachable, 

no formality, and just go out to the people,” 
he said. “I would like to continue doing that.”

Saying that there are many people in 
his archdiocese who live in remote 
mountain areas away from cities, Quevedo 
said, “When I go to the mountains in the 
Philippines, the people will not know 
whether I am Cardinal or not.” Quevedo also 
spoke Friday of the need for the Vatican’s 
central bureaucracy to listen to the different 
needs of Catholics in different parts of the 
world. He referred many times to the idea of 
the “local church,” something he has spoken 
and written frequently about, particularly 
while he served from 2005 to 2011 as the 
secretary general of the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences.

The federation, a central gathering space for 
bishops’ conferences throughout the region, 
was launched following the Second Vatican 
Council. “I believe that the vision of a local 
church, the church in Asia, is very relevant 
to the pontifi cate of Pope Francis, who is 
looking at the periphery rather than at the 
centre,” he said.

Quevedo said the “main pastoral priority” in 
Cotabato is “the building of basic ecclesial 
communities in which the idea of forming 
persons of dialogue is being implemented.”

“The idea of leadership that is shared, not 
just a dictate from above, but collaborative, 
consultative – what is called participatory 
church – is being built in the basic ecclesial 
communities,” he said. “It is the grassroots 



New Oblate Cardinal 
calls for church to 
turn toward the poor
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Mazenod Refl ection
EVERY DREAMER NEEDS 
A ROCK

Director’s 
Update 
Dear Friends,

Recently I was invited to preach at the 
priest retreats in the Indian Province. 
It was a great opportunity to see some 
of the wonderful works of the Oblates 
and to meet and learning more about 
almost the entire Province. Over the past 
couple of years the Indian and Australia 
Provinces have been supporting one 
another through exchange of personnel 
and support with specifi c projects. 

The Indian Province is in a unique situation, 
experiencing rapid growth with the average 
age of less than 35 years old for their 
priests. It was defi nitively a novelty to 
spend time with so many young Oblates. 
In the Australian Province we are already 
privileged to have Fr David Francis OMI and 
John Sebastian OMI and more recently the 
arrival of Frs John David OMI and Matthew 
Raj OMI also to the Province. 

At the end of the retreat I was able to meet 
with the Indian Provincial council to discuss 
MAMI’s role in the future. In recent years 
the Australian Province has been helping 

MAMI

Can you recall an experience of meeting 
someone and immediately having an 
instant sense of communion? Lifelong 
relationships have been formed in this 
mysterious way. Every time I think of 
the relationship between Henri Tempier 
and Eugene de Mazenod, it is this image 
that comes to mind. Eugene, as a newly-
ordained priest, was a part-time spiritual 
director at the seminary in Aix, and 
Tempier was one of the seminarians. 
Both of them had a passionate love 
for Jesus Christ, both of these men’s 
lives had been affected by the French 
Revolution and its destruction of the 
faith and Church – and both burned with 
a passion to share their life-giving faith 
and relationship with Jesus with the 
poor of Provence who had no sense of 
direction in their lives. This was Eugene’s 
dream – initially acted out individually as 
a diocesan priest for 3 years - and then 
shared by inviting a group of like-minded 

response to the problems of the wider 
society, which is one sometimes of political 
dictates, dictating what is important for the 
people rather than consulting the people.”

Mentioning a 1991 plenary council held 
in the Philippines, Quevedo said that the 
council articulated a new vision of church. 

“One of a participatory church, a church 
of the poor, an enculturated church, and 
a church of authentic disciples – true 
followers of Christ, not only in name but 
in deed,” he said.

“If you translate that vision of church into 
the whole world, that’s the vision really, 
I think, that Pope Francis is following: a 
humble church of the poor, a simple 
church, a church that is consultative.”

As for what Quevedo will do after he 
returns to the Philippines on Monday, the 
new Cardinal said when he arrives home, 

“the work begins.”

“I have a schedule ... when I go home to 
have confi rmation in the mountains,” he 
said. “Maybe the only sign I will show them 
that I am a Cardinal will be to wear a white 
cassock with different buttons, but they 
won’t be able to recognize that.”

“As long as you are there, they’ll be happy,” 
Quevedo continued. “Back to work.”
Does the Cardinal have any specifi c ideas 
for how the church can reorient itself to the 
poor? “A radical change of mind,” he said. 

“Also what theologians would call metanoia, 
a radical change of heart.”

“But I said also a radical change in the use 
of institutions,” he continued. “Just that 
one part alone, change of mind and change 
of heart is formidable. It’s a formidable 
challenge.”

“I considered that vision of a church of the 
poor in the second plenary council of the 
Philippines as the most challenging vision,” 
he said. “It is easy to say the Philippines is 
a church of the poor, because population-
wise, it’s a church of the poor.”

“But the idea of a church of the poor is a 
theological point of view. It is turning its 
centre of gravity toward the poor, to be 
in solidarity with the poor. And it is really 
diffi cult, often, for priests, clergy and 
bishops – and a whole institution, like a 
school – to be facing the poor rather than 
facing stability, progress, that sort of thing. 
When you face the poor, you have to be 
ready for insecurity because being with 
the poor makes you poor.”

[Joshua J. McElwee, – Reprinted with 
permission from the National Catholic 
Reporter, an independent news source]

with the training of two scholastics 
here in Australia. Mazenod Victoria 
and Mazenod Western Australia have 
established an immersion experience and 
exchange between schools and it is my 
hope that MAMI might make a regular 
contribution to assist with a variety of 
programs. One example of this is the 
addition of two new Christmas cards to 
our program supporting education in 
India, while continuing to support other 
regional and global Oblate missions. 

Thanks to your generous support, 
MAMI has assisted the following 
Oblate missions; Philippines, Kenya, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, China, Ukraine, India, 
Zimbabwe, Pakistan and Sri-Lanka.

As Christmas rapidly approaches I would 
like to take this early opportunity to wish 
you and your families a most Holy and 
blessed Christmas season and many 
blessings for 2015. I would also like 
express my deepest gratitude for your 
kind support of MAMI over the past year. 

God bless
Fr Christian Fini OMI

men to join him. As he prepared for the 
birth of the Oblates on 25 January 1816, 
Henri Tempier was obviously the fi rst 
person he invited to share in his project.

Not surprisingly, Tempier responded 
immediately with enthusiasm! Six years later, 
Eugene was to exclaim: “First companion 
of mine, you have from the fi rst moment 
we came together understood the spirit 
that must animate us and which we must 
communicate to others.”

This relationship, however, was more than 
about sharing the same vision and dream. 
It was all about complementarity. Eugene 
was the visionary, the dreamer, the one 
whose enthusiasm and missionary zeal 
led to great heights. He needed a rock to 
keep him anchored! Temper was that rock 
and, fortunately, Eugene listened to him 
throughout his life and was thus able to make 
his dreams practicable. 

When Eugene’s Oblate dream took fl esh, 
he had fi ve companions. Within weeks the 
youngest member had to be expelled – the 
dream needed a solid rock in order not 
to be too severely shaken. Within days of 

the Australian Province has been helping the Australian Province has been helping 

Frs Matthew Raj and John David

Director’sDirector’s
Update



Father Patrick 
Dwyer OMI
Patrick Dwyer was born in the Oblate 
district of Inchicore, Dublin in March 
194O. His Primary education was 
undertaken locally. Later he attended 
Christian Brothers’ College in Dublin 
Central. In 1957 Patrick entered the Oblate 
Novitiate where he pronounced his 1st 
Vows on 29th September 1958 before 
attending Dublin University graduating 
with his B.A.

Br Pat undertook his 
theological studies at 
the Oblate House of 
Studies at Piltown, 
Co. Kilkenny. He was 
ordained a priest on 
December 20th 1964 
and hence we celebrate 
with him the 50th year 
of his priesthood this 
December.

At the end of 
his studies 
in June 1965. Fr Pat was appointed to the 
Australian Province, arriving at Iona College, 
Brisbane to begin his priestly ministry there 
in September 1965. Fr Pat has spent almost 
all of his priestly ministry in the Oblate 
Colleges at Brisbane (Iona), Melbourne 
(Mazenod) and Perth (Mazenod). He spent 
a short time in parish ministry at St David’s 
parish, Tea Tree Gully, South Australia (2007).

Fr Pat was Rector of Mazenod College, 
WA where he refurbished and extended 
the Boarding facilities which now cater for 
115 students. He was also responsible 
for the planning and fundraising for the 
Performing Arts Centre – a very useful and 
pleasant building.

At the end of his term as Rector, Fr Pat 
went to America where he undertook a 
post graduate course in Psychology, 
gaining a Master of Arts degree.

On his return to Australia, he taught at 
Mazenod College, Victoria before 
returning to Iona College, Brisbane where 
he became Chaplain to Rosies Youth and 
Superior of the local Oblate Community.

JUBILEES

Fr Patrick 
Moroney OMI

There are very few opportunities for me 
to write for an Oblate celebrating their 
Jubilee, but in the case of Fr Patrick 
Moroney OMI, my association started 
many years before joining the Oblates 
and living with him in the Mazenod 
Victoria community. As a young, 12 
year old, arriving at Mazenod, had you 
told me that in 20 years’ time I would 
return to live at Mazenod as an Oblate 
with the same Rector, I probably would 
have laughed at you. So it is with great 
pleasure that I write this article as a 
proud benefi ciary of the great tradition 
and dedication to education that the 
Oblates in Australia have had and to 
which Fr Pat has dedicated over 40 
years of faith and generous leadership. 

Fr Pat was one of our 
pioneering men sent 
to Indonesia when the 
Australian Province 
took on a new foreign 
mission in 1971. A 
man with his fl are and 
talent for words and 

language had no 
trouble mastering 

the Indonesian 
language. In 
a matter of 
months he 

was doing great pastoral work in the town 
of Purwokerto and combined this with social 
and development projects wherever he saw 
the need. 

After 3 years he was appointed to take charge 
of a new mission in Jakarta – our Oblate 
Cengkareng mission. This was certainly a 
challenging mission, whereas Purwokerto 
had a Church and Residence, Cengkareng 
had neither – only a one bedroom rented 
house and a few hundred thousand people 
living well below the poverty line. He 
remained there for 3 years on his own doing 
what was humanly possible, both as a priest 
and a project organiser until sickness struck 
in the form of a bad back. After many months 
in a Singapore hospital and a number of 
painful operations he was medically advised 
to leave Indonesia.

When he was well enough to travel he 
was granted a few years study leave at the 
Washington and Berkeley Universities in 
the USA completing a Masters Degrees in 
Psychology. On returning to Australia he was 
appointed to the teaching staff at Mazenod 
College, Victoria. In 1984 he was appointed 
Rector of Mazenod College and then in 1989 
he was appointed as Rector of Iona College 
Brisbane and upon the completion of his 
term as rector he was elected Provincial of 
the Australian Province, 1994–2000. 

After a sabbatical he returned in 2002 to the 
Province where he was appointed Rector of 
Mazenod College Victoria for a second time. 
Fr Pat’s vision and passion for education is 

the expulsion, the dreamer and the rock 
focused on the most solid foundation 
possible for the Oblate ideal: on the night 
of Holy Thursday the two of them knelt 
before the Blessed Sacrament and offered 
their lives to Jesus the Savior – and made 
a vow of obedience to each other to 
constantly seek the will of God together. 
Tempier was to use this solid base on 
many occasions to preserve the life and 
health of the dreamer. Within months of 
the foundation, Eugene had physically 
burnt himself out with missionary zeal. 
Tempier banished him to several weeks of 

Fr Pat was one of our 
pioneering men sent 
to Indonesia when the 
Australian Province 
took on a new foreign 
mission in 1971. A 
man with his fl are and 
talent for words and 

language had no 
trouble mastering 

the Indonesian 
language. In 
a matter of 
months he 

Vows on 29th September 1958 before 
attending Dublin University graduating 
with his B.A.

Br Pat undertook his 
theological studies at 
the Oblate House of 
Studies at Piltown, 
Co. Kilkenny. He was 
ordained a priest on 
December 20th 1964 
and hence we celebrate 
with him the 50th year 
of his priesthood this 
December.

At the end of 
his studies 

Vows on 29th September 1958 before 
attending Dublin University graduating 
with his B.A.

Br Pat undertook his 
theological studies at 
the Oblate House of 
Studies at Piltown, 
Co. Kilkenny. He was 
ordained a priest on 
December 20th 1964 
and hence we celebrate 
with him the 50th year 
of his priesthood this 

At the end of 
enforced rest in the countryside. This was 
to happen on a number of occasions in 
Eugene’s life. Step-by-step on every phase 
of the expansion of the Oblates, Tempier 
was there to give Eugene the solid down-
to-earth advice he needed and the support 
to bring the plan to fruition: opening the 
fi rst community outside of Aix, accepting 
different missionary works, becoming a 
religious congregation in vows, going to 
Rome to receive papal approbation, being 
Vicar general with him in the diocese 
of Marseille, arranging for his episcopal 
ordination to save the diocese of Marseille, 
supporting him in his darkest hour when 
he was rejected by the French government, 
and for a while misunderstood by the 
Pope, sending the fi rst Oblates to different 
continents on foreign missions and 
becoming Bishop of Marseille. Eugene, the 
visionary, dreamt and Tempier made theses 
missionary ideals practical by his advice, 
support and attempts to fi nd the fi nances 
to make it possible.

“First companion of mine…” Each of us, 
too, needs a rock to make our dreams 

Fr Frank Santucci OMI

Fr Pat was born in Dublin in September 
1939 – the youngest of a large family. He was 
educated at Terenure College, Dublin and 
Roscrea College Co. Tipperary. In September 
1958 he entered the Oblate Novitiate and 
followed his priestly studies in the two 
Oblates Seminaries in Ireland; Belmont 
House. Dublin and Piltown Co. Kilkenny. 

He was ordained on the 20th December 
1964. The following year he arrived in 
Australia along with Frs Patrick Dwyer OMI, 
Lewy Keelty OMI and George Ryan OMI. 
His fi rst appointment was as an assistant in 
St Patrick’s, Fremantle, followed by St John 
Vianney’s, Victoria, and after a short time 
there he was transferred to Iona College, 
Brisbane. In 1967 when Mazenod College, 
VIC was established, he was sent there as a 
member of the founding community. 

that all young people deserve the highest 
standard of education along with faith 
formation allowing each young person the 
ability to enrich his life and develop his full 
potential as a Christian and a citizen. Many 
students, including myself, are indebted to Fr 
Pat for his commitment to Catholic Education 
for many years and the legacy he leaves. 

While most would consider slowing down, 
after completing his second term as Rector 
of Mazenod VIC in 2010, Fr Pat was appointed 
to St John Vianny’s parish, Springvale 
North, and after completing one term, was 
appointed to Mary Immaculate Parish, Sefton 
in 2014, where he continues to minister with 
great enthusiasm and a charm that we are 
accustomed to. 

Congratulations Fr Pat on fi fty years of 
incredibly generous service to the Australian 
Province and the Catholic Church in Australia.

Fr Christian Fini OMI



Fr Lewy 
Keelty 
OMI
Lewy Keelty was born on 
16 February, 1940, in the 
village of Newtown, County 
Wicklow, which is south 
west of Dublin and just 
beyond the pale. He was 
the youngest of six children to Thomas, 
the local primary school principal, and 
Vera who was the home maker. They 
lived in a traditional Irish cultural, rural, 
religious setting for Lewy’s formative 
years with a supportive and involved 
extended family circle and a lively local 
village community. 

Lewy jokes that his family connections 
with the Oblates are so strong that he 
would have been disowned if he had 
joined any other Congregation. Two of 
his mother’s brothers were Oblates in the 
Irish Province, one a Priest and the other a 
Brother. Lewy’s father, a number of uncles 
and cousins attended an Oblate boarding 
school near Dublin, Belcamp College. 
Lewy’s elder brother and he followed in 
their steps boarding for fi ve years, with 
Lewy completing his secondary education 
in 1958.

 With many others, he was formed in the 
Novitiate and the two Oblate seminaries and 
became Fr Lewy on December 20, 1964. 

 The Oblate tradition is that one writes to 
the Superior General asking for one’s fi rst 
obedience and indicating what one would 
prefer and the reasons for that. Fr Lewy 
indicated to Fr General that he was available 
to be a missionary outside Ireland and, to 
Australia’s great benefi t, he was given an 
obedience to Australia, travelling here with 
Frs Pat Dwyer OMI, Pat Moroney OMI & 
George Ryan OMI by ship in 1965. 

Fr Lewy found his ‘sea legs’ in Australia 
as assistant parish priest in Hillcrest, S.A., 
and Sorrento, Vic. and then joined what 
was a fl ourishing Mission Band in 1968. He 
was based in Lesmurdie, W.A. (1968–72), 
Camberwell, Vic. (1973–74), was superior 
of the Mission House in Eagle Junction 
(1974–80), and Hurstville, N.S.W. (1981–83). 

Fr Lewy accepted an obedience to Iona 
College in 2011 where he is now Superior 
of the community and chaplain and 
develops relationships and shares faith 
with students and staff. Undertaking this 
new form of ministry springs from his 
missionary vision and speaks volumes for 
his generosity and Oblate zeal. 

Fr Lewy is a strong community man. He 
is interested in the lives of those he lives 
with and he cares for them and the house. 
A good conversationalist, he makes our 
house a home and is a very constant 
visitor and support for Fr Paul Siebert who 
is in the nearby Nazareth House. He is a 
man of God; the faith life planted in his 
childhood has blossomed into a deep, 
peaceful and steady prayer life and love 
of God. With hindsight, Fr Lewy was being 
prepared by God to be a missionary from 
his youngest days and he has consistently, 
enthusiastically and systematically 
contributed to this formation and has built 
up and renewed the Church. Fr Lewy is 
dedicated to his God, his Oblate brothers, 
and those placed in his pastoral care. 

Fr Mark Edwards OMI

DONATE TO THE 2014 CHRISTMAS APPEAL

Purchase           Chooks at $10           $

Purchase           Tool Boxes at $20      $

Purchase           Book at $25          $ 

Purchase           Bike at $30          $ 

Purchase           Goats at $35              $

Purchase           Desk at $40          $

If you wish to make a donation to MAMI 
apart from the Annual August Appeal, 
your gift is always happily received. 
To assist our administration and avoid 
confusion you may like to use this 
donation slip. Thank you for your 
kind and generous support.

Please complete and return to:

  MAMI Offi ce
  PO Box 384
  Camberwell VIC 3124
or make your donation online at: oblates.com.au/mami

Name

Address

State               Postcode

Phone

Email

  I have enclosed a Cheque/Money Order 
 made payable to MAMI for $ 

 or direct my:   Mastercard        Visa
              the amount of $ 

     Once off            Monthly
Card number

Expiry date              /

Card holder’s name (as appears on the card) 

Card holder’s signature 

     Date

 I require a tax deductible receipt.

 I would like further information on making  
 a bequest in my will.

Comments/intention:

Preaching parish missions with the aim of 
bringing the people closer to God in Jesus 
is an original work of our Congregation and 
Fr Lewy threw himself into this with great 
enthusiasm. With this team, he preached 
parish missions and retreats throughout 
Australia and over the years branched 
out into home-style missions, parish 
renewal, renewing Religious and Religious 
communities and directing retreats. He did 
many missions and did them in every State. 

As a parish missionary, Fr Lewy was 
second to none. He came to have a 
very good understanding of what was 
effective and knew how to implement 
this and was committed to it. His parish 
renewal experience involved building 
parish communities including training and 
inaugurating parish pastoral councils. 
Fr Lewy only accepted those parish missions 
that he believed in and he helped the Parish 
Priest take the parish to a better place.

Fr Lewy was and is an excellent speaker 
and preacher. In a very positive way, 
he challenges and calls those present 
to come deeper and to come closer to 
God. His material is always fresh, well-

prepared and thought out and he is clear, 
helpful and to the point. Fr Lewy is a 

great reader – a habit inherited from 
his family and developed and 

continued through his life – and 
he thinks about and loves to 
discuss and debate what he 
has read with other Oblates. 
Here is the food which he 

is digesting and preparing for the table of 
God’s Word. Combined with his organised 
and thoughtful mind and willingness to 
work on homilies, we have uncovered the 
secret to his consistently helpful sermons. 

With personnel shortage and the social 
changes in Australia, the Mission Band 
ceased and Fr Lewy was drafted into parish 
life again in 1983. He has been Parish Priest 
of a number of very different parishes since 
then and for almost 30 years: Rosebud, 
Vic. (83–89); Moe, Vic. (89); Tea Tree Gully, 
S.A. (1990–96); Sunshine, Vic. (1996–2001); 
Burpengary, Qld. (2002–7); Lesmurdie, W.A. 
(2008–10). 

The experiences and wisdom of the 
Mission band were a great foundation for 
this new ministry and invaluable training for 
Fr Lewy for the pastoral care needed in the 
parishes of today. Combined with his keen 
business sense, this equipped him to make 
signifi cant strategic steps forward in those 
parishes where he was parish priest. He 
built up these communities and established 
structures that took them forward. 
Particularly, I pay tribute to the starting of 
the primary school 
in Rosebud, Vic., and the change of the 
school in Burpengary, Qld., from being 
primary only to including a secondary 
school. These decisions carried signifi cant 
risk and were not easy to enact and they 
caused him much agonising and worry. 
His care, foresight and ability to work with 
allies enabled them to become reality and 
they have built up the Catholic community 
and will provide wonderful platforms for 
missionary outreach for decades to come.

Fr Lewy was involved in many lay groups 
over the last 50 years especially the Charis-
matic Renewal movement, Curislo, Antioch, 
Better World Retreats, Focus, Marriage 
Encounter as well as the many usual parish-
based groups. 

Lewy Keelty was born on 
16 February, 1940, in the 
village of Newtown, County 
Wicklow, which is south 
west of Dublin and just 
beyond the pale. He was 

that he believed in and he helped the Parish 

Lewy Keelty was born on 
16 February, 1940, in the 
village of Newtown, County 
Wicklow, which is south 
west of Dublin and just 
beyond the pale. He was 

that he believed in and he helped the Parish 
Priest take the parish to a better place.

Fr Lewy was and is an excellent speaker 
and preacher. In a very positive way, 
he challenges and calls those present 
to come deeper and to come closer to 
God. His material is always fresh, well-

prepared and thought out and he is clear, 
helpful and to the point. Fr Lewy is a 

great reader – a habit inherited from 
his family and developed and 

continued through his life – and 

As ill health intervened Fr Pat moved to the 
Provincial House in Camberwell where he 
now resides.

Fr Pat is a man of many talents. He is 
interested in all facets of life from academics 
to sport. He is a fi ne conversationalist and 
will speak with knowledge and authority 
on most subjects. He is blessed with a 
beautiful singing voice which is often the 
centrepiece at various gatherings.

The Oblates of the Australian Province 
are happy to join with Fr Pat’s family and 
friends in celebrating his Golden Jubilee 
of priesthood. We also thank God for the 
priestly ministry of such a pleasant, talented, 
affable and community-minded person.

May the Lord continue to bless Fr Pat Dwyer 
and his future priestly ministry.

Fr Don Hughes OMI


